e 2000 Session Report

iy
TH |

Representative Doug Ericksen
42| egislative District ® Spring 2005

Action Agenda for

Washington................ pg. 2
Balancing the Budget
Affordable Health Insurance
Protecting our Environment

Action Agenda for
Whatcom County ......pg. 3

Agriculture

Helping Small Employers

Transportation Funding

Fighting “Bill-Title Politics”
Working hard for
Whatcom County ...pg. 4

Dear friends,

Thank you for taking time to read my newsletter. | feel this is one good way of staying in
touch with you while I'm in Olympia representing our district.

We are approaching the end of our 105-day legislative session that began on January
10. I'd like to take the opportunity in this newsletter to reflect on some of the important is-
sues the Legislature has addressed — and discuss what is still ahead.

Our state’s budget is one of our remaining priorities this session. It’s important we
pass a sustainable budget that does not raise taxes on families and employers
and positions our state for the future. I'll discuss my vision for our budget later in this
newsletter.

On the local level, ’'m working to:

Allow our farmers to legally move their agricultural implements on our roadways;
Protect farmland and families by allowing for gravel to be removed from the
Nooksack in an environmentally sensitive way;

Make sure the Guide Meridian project is built to fit the needs of our communities;
Keep the Alcoa aluminum smelter operating;

Give local elected officials more control over where sex offenders are housed.

On the state level, I'm working to:

* Balance the budget without raising taxes;

» Contain increasing health care costs and protect patient choices;

* Prioritize state spending on the core functions of government and our para-
mount duty of education;

* Restore citizens’ trust in the voting system with comprehensive reform.

Thank you for the honor of serving as your state representative. Please contact
me if | can ever be of assistance.

Sincerely,
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Action Agenda

for Washington

Balancing the budget
without raising taxes

You're going to hear a lot in the news
about our state budget “shortfall.” The
problem is not in the numbers — it’s in the
policies that dictate how your tax dollars
are spent.

The shortfall is created by the as-
sumption that we must continue to do
things the way we always have. Here are
some facts:

next two years )
single nickel in
e Those who clai
budget $1.6 billi
assuming that
increase in sperncige
two years.
Unfortunately, some legislators a
signaling they want to raise taxes. I
against this approach.

We need structural changes in
the way we deliver and pay for important
state services, such as health care and
education. It's time we pass a sustain-
able budget that forces government
to live within its means and we can do
this by:

¢ A strong statutory spending limit.

¢ A constitutional rainy-day fund
that will protect taxpayers during
economic downturns.

wig're starting this

I' in the hole are
eed a 13 percent

aver the next

Providing families with
more affordable health
insurance

I’m concerned about limited choices

and rising costs in health care for families.

We need to change the paradigm and
assumption by some people in Olympia
who believe government programs are

We can address the obstacles that
limit consumer choices and increase the
expenses of health insurance coverage
y:

e Offering employees health care
plans that cover their major
needs, with an option for choos-
ing more coverage based on their
individual needs.

¢ Addressing skyrocketing medical
malpractice premiums that are forc-
ing doctors to close their doors or
limit services. My House “seatmate”
and | sponsored House Bill 2279,
which would provide comprehen-

sive civil liability reform, but it’s yet

to receive a hearing.

¢ Allowing for health savings
accounts.

Easmg state mandates ip.ae€

Protecting our
environment

e “EverGreen Incentives Program”
—I'm working on a new concept that
I'm calling the “EverGreen Incentives
Program.” This would create market-
based tax incentives for organiza-
tions that protect our environment.
For example, I'm sponsoring House

which w@uld provide tax

incentives to papefl manufacturers
who utilize pressurized steam pulp
washing technology. I'll keep you
updated as this idda evolves.

¢ High-performancg buildings
— House Bill 1272pwould require
public buildings to Pe built using
high-performance gtandards that
utilize energy efficighcy, water con-
servation, pollution prevention, and
resource-efficient njaterials. | voted
for this measure Recause it’s
good for the envitbnment.

¢ Magnetic levitatioh projects -
House Joint Memprial 4003 would

nze personal
rap|d transit and magnetic levitation
transit systems. | sponsored both
of these bills.
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I was happy to have
the opportunity to
sponsor Bellingham’s
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Agriculture

¢ Farm equipment transport
— House Bill 1117 would increase
the highway weight limit for the
movement of certain farm imple-
ments. | sponsored this legisla-
tion. This measure appears to be
moving forward.

¢ Flood prevention — House Bill
1118 would allow local government
to remove gravel from waterways
to help prevent flooding without
requiring permission from the state. |
sponsored this measure. As | write
this, the bill has stalled in the House.
| remain hopeful it can move forward.
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Helping small employers
Our smaller employers continue to
face unfair challenges. We must make
Washington more competitive and invit-
ing to all businesses if we expect to see
favorable employment rates. We can do
this by:
¢ Reining in regulatory taxes in
workers’ compensation and other
programs that make Washington an
expensive place to do business.

¢ Reforming the state’s rulemaking
process to ensure accountability
within government agencies.

Fighting “bill-title politics”

“Bill-title politics” refers to legis-
lation that sounds good, but accom-
plishes very little.

This is what we’re seeing this
legislative session with bills ranging from
prescription drugs to government
accountability.

For example, the House passed four
prescription drug bills that make false
promises and would do nothing to ad-
dress our health care crisis. They ma

nall emple gss:'to
help'stirfiat® new indUstiessack!

‘<" ATM feesi-vHeusgiBill 1138 wou
alfgw autgmatieiteller machine
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Sina His megsure passed
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~sponsored thisill.

also jeopardize a person’s. right to go
to Canada and purchase prescriptior
S. —

. Gl
'e-'I‘EJﬁ’fsezncoura e it, 'sup-
port the ability of my constjituents to. go
to Canada to buy prescriptior] drugs. If
they do, | recommend they wprk with
legitimate com s-and Cor| eir
doctors. dlcont Baker

Another example is a performanc
audit measure passed by the House

House Bill 1064 would spend millions
it e ate

NS ortatid%funding

¢ The Guide Meridian Road
project remains a top priority.
I’'m working with the Department
of Transportation, local elected
officials, and concerned citizens to
make sure this project is complet-
ed on time and in a fashion that
meets the needs of Whatcom
County.

¢ Sumas project

¢ Blaine border crossing

¢ |-5 access issues
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aué‘fmqo do independent performance
audits.

As this legislative session winds
down I hope we can end this trend of
“bill-title politics” and start consider-
ing solutions that get to the bottom of
our state’s problems.

o Whatcom County Courthouse photo courtesy
of Kulshan.com

® Peace Arch photo courtesy of Blaine.net




leadership position

I’'m honored that my party elected
me Floor Leader — one of the top positions
on the House Republican leadership team. In
this position, I'm directly involved in setting legis-
lative priorities and leading House floor sessions.

I’'m also a member of the House Trans-

portation, Capital Budget, Finance and Rules [P@j [ﬂl@ 'E@ Eﬂ%]]’ from

committees. o If you have ideas, concerns or questions, please contact
' I'm pleased to represer'f[ 42nd DISTrICt'C_Oﬂ' me here in Olympia. | can also assist in your dealings with
stituents at the table when important decisions state government.

are made in the Legisiature. | look forward to hearing from you.

Rep. Doug Ericksen (360) 786-7980

427A Legislative Building ericksen.doug@leg.wa.gov
P.O. Box 40600 Toll-Free Legislative Hotline:
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 1-800-562-6000
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